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Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries Blue and Green Economy 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Plant Health Alert: Lethal Yellowing Disease Confirmed in 
Woodford Hill/Northeast Agricultural Region
The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Blue and Green Economy wishes to inform the public that Lethal Yellowing Disease (LYD), a highly destructive disease of coconut and ornamental palms, has been confirmed in coconut trees within the community of Woodford Hill, Northeast Agricultural Region. 
Lethal Yellowing Disease is known to cause rapid decline and death of coconut palms and has resulted in major economic losses in several Caribbean countries namely Jamaica, St. Kitts and Guadeloupe.
Following ground surveillance and laboratory confirmation, Palm Tree Woodford Hill to Calibishie area has been designated a Red Zone (infected zone) to facilitate emergency containment measures. To prevent the further spread of this disease and protect Dominica’s coconut industry, the Ministry will begin the removal and safe destruction of infected coconut trees and high-risk palms within the affected area.
Residents of Woodford Hill are kindly asked to cooperate with officers of the Plant Protection and Quarantine Unit and the Forestry Division during this exercise. At this time these actions are the necessary phytosanitary measures that have been successfully used internationally to contain the lethal yellowing disease at this stage.
Residents of Woodford Hill are kindly asked to cooperate with officers of Division of Agriculture’s Plant Protection and Quarantine Unit and the Forestry Division during this exercise. As stated, the removal of these trees is an absolute necessary phytosanitary measure to contain and eliminate the disease.



Important Instructions to FARMERS; BACKYARD GARDENERS AND RESIDENTS:
· DO NOT move coconuts, seedlings or planting material out of the Woodford Hill area
· DO NOT use the Woodford Hill Beach for any leisure or recreational activities as this area constitutes the epicenter of disease infection
· DO NOT transport palms branches and leaves or any debris out of the Woodford Hill area
· DO Report any yellowing or dying coconut trees immediately to your extension officer
· DO allow the Ministry access to your holdings to conduct inspections and surveillance
· DO ensure your vehicle and personal effects are cleaned after traversing within the Woodford Hill and Northeast Area
The Ministry thanks the public for their cooperation as we work to safeguard Dominica’s coconut industry, farmers’ livelihoods, and national agricultural production.
For further information, please contact your extension officer or the Plant Protection and Quarantine Unit, Division of Agriculture, Vanoulst House.
Plant Protection and Quarantine Unit, 
Division of Agriculture
 Email: agriquarantine@gmail.com
Tel: 767 266 3828/3807/3994/3271
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